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To dependents: Neces- 
sary expenses of burial up 
to $200; a dependent wi- 
dow or widower, an addi- 
tional contribution for 
expenses incidental to the 
funeral up to $150. To a 
dependent widow (or in- 
valid widower) $60 a 
month, Each dependent 
under 16 years, $30 a 
month. There may be ad- 
ditional allowances for an 
invalid child. Where there 
is no widow the board may 
make an additional grant 
of $10 to each child. To a dependent widow during illness, $15 
a month additional; to dependent children during illness, $10 a 
month additional. Where there is no widow a foster parent may 
be granted the same compensation and allowances as a mother 
until the child reaches the age of 18. 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 


Unemployment insurance came into operation in Canada in 
1941 under the auspices of the Federal Government. It applies 
to all employed persons, with specified exceptions which 
include certain workers earning over $4,800 a year. 

Workers paid by the day or hour or on a mileage or piece- 
work basis continue to be insurable regardless of their earnings. 

Employers and employees contribute amounts that will 
bring approximately equal totals from each group. A grant 
amounting to one-fifth of these contributions is added by the 
Federal Government, which assumes also the cost of admin- 


istration. COMMUNICATIONS 


Alberia, with the rest of Canada, is well equipped with every 
type of communication—postal, telegraph, telephone and radio. 


Postal 

In the smaller towns and villages the public usually call at 
the post office for their mail, but farmers and others living in the 
country are served by rural mail routes. 

A letter posted in Edmonton before 6 pm. should be 
delivered in Montreal (2,153 miles distant) the afternoon of the 
following day, and one posted before 5.15 p.m. delivered in 
Vancouver (761 miles) by the next morning's delivery. A letter 
airmailed in Edmonton before 6.10 p.m. should be delivered in 
the afternoon mail in New York or Chicago. One airmailed 
in Edmonton before 12.35 noon is due to arrive in Los Angeles 
at one o'clock or at Tulsa, at 8.36 of the following morning or at 
Houston at three the following afternoon. (Times used in 
these last examples are times of arrival. From then on the mail 
is in the hands of local postal authorities.) 


Telegraphs 


The telegraph system is operated by the three railways— 
Canadian National, Canadian Pacific and Northern Alberta. 





Blackfoot Indian. 


Telephones 

The telephone system is owned and operated by the 
Alberta government, except at Edmonton where it is owned by 
the city and at certain rural points where it is operated on 
mutual lines. 
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Municipal Airport. 
Radio 

In addition to the radio broadcasting station operated by 
the provincial government's Department of Telephones at 
Edmonton and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation's trans- 
mitter at Lacombe, there are 15 privately-owned broadcasting 
stations (including one French language) at Edmonton, Cal- 
gary, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Red Deer, Grande Prairie, 
Camrose, Drumheller, Lloydminster and Peace River. The Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) is a Crown corporation of 
the Federal government. There are television stations at Cal- 
gary, Edmonton, Red Deer, Medicine Hat and Lethbridge. 


ECONOMIC LIFE 


Alberta has a population of 1,201,000 persons who live on 
farms, ranches, in villages, towns or in the province's ten cities. 

The largest city, and provincial capital, is Edmonton, which 
has 280,000 persons. Next is Calgary with 223,500, followed by 
Lethbridge with 31,568; Medicine Hat with 20,757; Red Deer with 
16,501; Grande Prairie with 7,277; Lloydminster (divided by 
Alberta-Saskatchewan border) with 5,820; Camrose with 5,960; 
Wetaskiwin with 4,500 and Drumheller with 2,632 persons. 


The main methods of travel are by automobile, bus, train 
and air. Regular service is provided by three large airlines to 
other parts of Canada, the U.S., the Orient, and Canada’s north- 
land. In addition, smaller companies offer both passenger and 
freight service within Alberta. 

Two trans-Canada railways pass through Alberta, while 
branch lines cover all the important agricultural districts in the 
province. In addition, bus service offers a quick and economic 
means of travel. With its 86,386 miles of roads of which more 
than 2,400 are paved, automobile traffic is a popular mode of 
travel, particularly where great distances often exist between 
towns or cities. At the present time, there is an automobile for 
every 4.2 persons or a passenger car for every 1.03 families. 





FUEL RESOURCES 
Coal 

By far the greatest part of 
Canada's, and a substantial per- 
centage of the world’s coal re- 
serves lie in Alberta. The Domin- 
ion Bureau of Statistics’ estimate 
of reserves is 47,884,300,000 tons. 
In 1957, a total of 3,155,354 tons 
was produced. 

Coal mined in Alberta in- 
cludes all classifications except 
anthracite which has not yet 
been discovered in commercial 
quantities. 
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POWER RESOURCES 


Three privately-owned utilities provide the main sources of 
hydro-electric power in Alberta, while some towns and cities 
operate their own steam-powered plants. 


Centre of the hydro-electric power is on the upper waters 
of Bow River, west of Calgary Here the mountain streams 
provide ample power for industrial and consumer use through- 
out south and central Alberta. Power capacity of all plants 
totals 748,000 kilowatts, and is expected to reach 1,116,000 
kilowatts upon the completion of other major projects by 1962. 


While the Bow River has provided Alberta’s main source of 
power, large steam plants are now operating at Forestburg and 
Lake Wabamun. Extensions at the latter will provide a total 
capacity of 294,000 kilowatts. In addition a new hydro power 
project has been undertaken on the upper waters of the North 
Saskatchewan, west of Red Deer. 


There are many undeveloped sites in, the province, offering 
ideal sources of water power as Alberta increases in population 
and industry. These range from the Grand Rapids on the Atha- 
basca River to many sites bordering the Rockies. 


FORESTRY RESOURCES 


Much of northern Alberta consists of forests and bush 
country, offering much merchantable timber and material for 
pulpwood industries. In 1958, a total of 312 million board feet 
of lumber was produced in Alberta for use in the booming 
construction industry. Value of lumber and forest products was 
estimated at more than $16,500,000. 


Alberta contains about 130,620 square miles of forest lands 
of which 93,060 square miles is estimated to be merchantable 
timber. New plants have been erected at Hinton, Grande Prairie 
and Edmonton to manufacture pulp, plywood, wallboard and 
other products which utilize both timber and lower grade pulp- 
woods. 


MANUFACTURING 


Manufactured products have a value of over $752 millions a 
year. The largest industrial group is relative to agriculture and 
includes such items as packing houses and meat products, flour 
and breakfast foods, linseed oil, livestock and poultry feeds, 
canned meat and vegetables. Three sugar refineries produce 
over 66,000 tons annually. An important ceramic industry 
produces clay, pottery, glass, brick and tile. Other manufac- 
tures include rock wool, cement, woolens, clothing, biscuits and 
macaroni. There are 11 oil refineries and nine gas processing 
plants. 








Part of Oil Refinery. 


Drillers at Work. 
Oil 

Alberta is famous in the production of petroleum, and the 
most prolific field in the British Empire, having edged Trinidad 


from the leading position within 18 months of discovery of the 
Leduc field (February, 1947). 


Disregarding certain sporadic efforts in the exploration for 
oil which had been carried on since 1891, it did not assume 
substantial proportions until the high consumption of the 
First Great War years intensified the search while mounting 
prices for crude helped finance the huge capital outlays and 
operating costs. 


With the exception of operations in Turner Valley, the only 
crude oil field yet found in the Foothills, exploration had been 
concentrated in the plains area. But gradually the search 
moved northward, and at Lloydminster a heavy crude field was 
found, which is now a source of supply in the market for diesel 
and other heavy fuel oils such as are becoming more and more 
extensively used by railways, and asphaltic oils. 


Active operations in the Turner Valley field date back to 
1914, and reached iheir peak in 1942 when the Valley delivered 
more than 10,000,000 barrels or a iotal of nearly 56 million 
barrels in the 28 years of the field's operations to that date. 
During that time development had begun of a number of 
other fields, most of them heavy crude fields like the Lloyd- 
minster, earliest of which was the Wainwright in 1925. But 
they added comparatively little to the total Alberta output, 
most of which continued to come from the Valley. 


The strain imposed on that single source by the Second 
Great War was tremendous, and after having reached its peak 
in 1942 the Valley's output began to decline, precipitating the 
search for new sources, 


First rewards appeared in the early weeks of 1947 with 
discovery of the Leduc field which seems to have marked the 
beginning of an era in oil history so that oilmen speak of 
“before” and “after” Leduc. But it has been an extremely 
active era, for since that date 
many new fields have been 
added, 


There are now more than 
8,500 oil wells capable of pro- 
duction, located in 58 defined 
fields. 


Principal sources of the in- 
creased oil production were 
the Leduc and Redwaier fields, 
which, with other discoveries, 
brought Alberta's potential oil 
production from 20,000 barrels 
per day in 1946 to 100,000 
barrels a day in 1949. 

Prairie refinery capacity at 
this time was only capable of 
handling 55,000 barrels per 
day, hence pipe lines needed 





All-weather Highway. 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 


Income Tax 

Income tax is levied only by the Federal Government. It 
is dealt with by an Act of Parliament supplemented by volumes 
of instructions, amendments, schedules and what not, making 
it all too complicated to explain in short compass. It may, how- 
ever, be helpful to the intending emigrant to examine the case 
of a typical taxpayer. 


Let a single man’s income be $2,400 a year. He is al- 
lowed an automatic exemption of $1,000, making his net taxable 
income $1,400. On this he pays approximately $233, most of 
which is deducted on a “pay as you work” policy. 


If this were a married man without children, his exemption 
would be $2,000 and his taxable income would be $400, making 
his tax $65. Exemptions for children are $400 if the child is not 
qualified for family allowance; otherwise $150. Persons 65 years 
of age and over may claim an additional $500 exemption. 





Cost of Living 

In common with conditions the world over the cost of living 
trend is upward. For this reason it would be impractical to 
attempt a detailed discussion of a phase of life which is sub- 
ject to such frequent changes. 





Due mostly to lower rents, life in the small urban communi- 
ties tends to be cheaper than in the larger. On the other hand, 
it must be borne in mind that these lower rents are often 
accompanied by fewer of the amenities with which the cities 
and larger towns are familiar. 


In cities like Calgary and Edmonton it is possible today for 
a man and wife to rent an unfurnished suite for from $45 to 


$100. 


Commodity Prices 


A few typical medium-priced commodities may be stated as 
a rough indication. Eggs, dozen, 55 cents; milk, quart 20 
cents; butter, lb., 65 cents; tea, lb., 90 cents; bread, loaf, 19 cents; 
beef; lb., 40 cents and up, men’s suits, $45 to $110; shirts, $3.50 
to $6.50; shoes, $10 to $20; women’s dresses, street wear, $20 and 
up; house wear, $5 and up; shoes, children's, $6 to $10; suits, 
boy's $15 and up. 


Wages 


Minimum wages are established by law, but these do not 
necessarily coincide with scales formulated by trade unions in 
various areas of the province. A few examples of average 
wages at preseni paid in Alberta: Bricklayers, approximately, 





Herefords on Alberta Range. 
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Edmonton—Canada’s Fastest Growing City. 


to be built to transport Alberta crude to distant markets. In 
1950, the Interprovincial Pipeline was completed between Ed- 
monion and Superior, Wisconsin. This 1,129-mile long line 
from Edmonton to the head of Great Lakes took crude oil to 
a lake port from which it could be transported conveniently 
in tankers io refineries in southern Ontario. At the end of 
1953, a 645-mile extension to this line was completed from 
Superior to Sarnia and raised the through-put capacity out of 
Edmonton to more than 200,000 barrels per day. The Inter- 
provincial Pipeline now is 1,774 miles long, making it the 
longest pipeline in the world. 


In 1953, the Trans-Mountain Pipeline, running for 711 miles 
between Edmonton and Vancouver, was completed. This pipe- 
line transports Alberta crude oil to the West Coast market and 
has a capacity in excess of 200,000 barrels a day. 


The area of exploration for Alberta oil now covers the 
whole province, from British Columbia on the west to Sas- 
katchewan on the east and from the International boundary to 


the edge of the Northwest Territories. 


Estimated total Alberta oil production in 1958 was 
114,000,000 barrels, with proven oil reserves estimated at 
over two billion barrels. Daily oil production during 1958 was 
approximately 312,000 barrels. 


Propane gas, to whose production two refineries are de- 
voted, is becoming increasingly popular as fuel for some of the 
smaller communities and farm homes where natural gas is 
not yet available. Some motor transport systems have also 
made a start in the use of propane gas as a motive fuel for 
vehicles. 





Oil Soaked Sands 


Alberta's present oil reserves have been estimated at some 
2,800,000,000 barrels. But this does not take account of the 
almost unknown quantity of the bituminous sands along the 
Athabasca River. North of Edmonton lies the tar sands area 
which is estimated to contain the world's largest single deposit 
of oil. In this 400,000-square-mile area, oil is found near the 
surface and mined like a mineral. The oil content of these 
sands has been variously estimated at from 100,000,000,000 
barrels to 250,000,000,000 barrels. 


Natural Gas 


Natural gas reserves of Alberia are among the largest on 
the North American continent. Fuel costs, as a rule, are an 


important item in most factories. With cheap fuel at all 
Alberta industrial centres — and potentially almost anywhere 
in the province, — this consideration hardly exists. 


Economy, freedom from ash and the absence of all need 
of attention on the part of the householder are some of the 
advantages of this fuel for domestic heating, which is practi- 
cally universal in the larger urban communities. 
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Calgary—City of the Foothills. 


$2.37 per hour; plumbers, $2.25 per hour; electricians, $2,21 per 
hour; reporters, newspaper, $50 to $90 per week; motor me- 
chanics, $1.85 per hour and up; painters, $1.80 per hour; sales- 
men, retail, $173 to $368 a month; saleswomen, retail, $121 to 
$260 a month. (The lower wages shown are usually augmented 
by a commission on sales.) Clerks, office, $150 to $350 a 
month; common labor, $1.35 an hour; truck drivers, $1.40 an hour; 
steel workers, $2.45 an hour; printers, $1.82 to $2.10 an hour. 


Religion 

The largest religious dengmination is the United Church of 
Canada formed in 1925 by the union of all Methodists, many 
Presbyterians and most Congregationalists. Next in order are 
the Church of Englend in Canada (Anglican) and the Roman 
Catholic. Lutherans, Presbyterians, Baptists, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) and the Eastern Ortho- 
dox communions also are well represented. 


Family Allowances 


These are allowances paid by the Dominion Government 
for the maintenance of children. Rates effective September 
1, 1957, are as follows: Under 10 years, $6.00; over 10 years to 
16 years, $8.00. To be entitled a child must be resident in 
Canada not less than one year. 


The following publications can be obtained 
on request from the Director of Publications, 
Department of Economic Affairs, Legislative 
Building, Edmonton, Alberta. 


Industrial News Letter (Quarterly). 


Within Our Borders (General News of 
Alberta Developments --- monthly) 


Accommodation Guide to Sunny Alberta 


Alberta Road Map and Tourist Information. 


This is Alberta. 
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